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Based on concerns raised by some of our parents, the Fort Mill School District, in conjunction with the Town of 
Fort Mill, has continued to research the placement of a gas station facility near Doby’s Bridge Elementary School. 
The district has received information from multiple state and national agencies including South Carolina 
Department of Health and Environmental Control (DHEC) experts in the areas of air quality and underground tank 
storage. Based on discussions with and data provided by these organizations, the level of vapors emitted by a gas 
station of the size proposed for this project pose no health or safety concern to the surrounding community. A 
complete list of organizations contacted in regards to this topic is provided below. 
 
We have also learned that the Town of Fort Mill, in an effort to address some of the concerns, has modified the 
previous overlay district regulations to allow for the gas station’s orientation to be changed. This would allow 
the pumps to be located on the Fort Mill Parkway side of the facility and away from the school. 7-Eleven, Inc has 
agreed to the orientation change. The company has also elected to install additional vapor recovery systems, 
vegetation and other barriers to screen the property between the station and Doby’s Bridge Elementary School, 
which go above and beyond South Carolina regulations.  
 
The district would like to commend the Town of Fort Mill for their efforts to provide information to us. We also 
appreciate the 7-Eleven, Inc. efforts to be a positive community partner. 
 
As with any school location there is a risk for crime in the area or an accident at a surrounding location. The 
district has a security plan in place at each school to deal with these types of situations and we work very closely 
with law enforcement anytime there is a concern near a school. We learned from the DHEC experts that 
accidents involving fire at gas stations are rare, but the town and county Emergency Management and First 
Responders have plans in place to deal with any incident that could occur. The district also maintains emergency 
evacuation plans for all schools should the need arise. 
 
We want our community to know that we will continue to monitor construction around all of our school sites 
and if questions or concerns arise we will seek out information from experts.  
 
Organizations consulted during this process: 
National Cancer Institute (NCI) 
National Institute of Health (NIH) 
National Institute of Environmental Health Sciences (NIEHS) 
Office of School Facilities (OSF) 
S.C. Department of Transportation (SCDOT) 
South Carolina School Boards Association (SCSBA) 
 
S.C. Department of Health and Environmental Control (DHEC) departments: 

• Underground Storage Tank Management Division  
• Office of Environmental Affairs 
• Lancaster Environmental Affairs Office 
• Applied Science and Community Engagement 
• UST Management Division with the Regulatory Compliance Section 
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• Air Toxics Section with the Bureau of Air Quality 
 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) departments: 

• Office of Enforcement and Compliance Assurance for Region Four 
 
S.C. Department of Revenue (SCDOR) departments: 

• Alcohol Beverage Licensing  
 

Information Provided by DHEC: 

• Gasoline dispensing stations are regulated and risks are managed by using the best available control 
technology to minimize the amounts of both liquid and vapors getting into the environment 

• Since the regulations were updated on May 23, 2008, 27 facilities with 80 double-walled UST systems 
have been installed in York County. To date, there are no releases reported from these systems. 

• Federal regulations require that gasoline cannot contain more than 1.3% benzene; it is usually around 
0.6% of gasoline. The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) classify benzene as a known 
human carcinogen; however, gasoline is not classified as a known human carcinogen because benzene is 
present in such low concentrations. 

• During normal operations of a gas station, there is minimal risk of exposure to gasoline vapors to the 
public. Gas stations are designed and built to prevent releases of liquid or vapors to the environment 
during all phases of operation. 

• By law in South Carolina if an applicant can demonstrate that they can meet the requirements of state 
regulations, the permit applied for will be issued. 

• During the installation process, DHEC staff perform inspections to ensure proper installation. 
• DHEC implements federal air regulations required for gas stations. Each gasoline dispensing facility must 

perform specified good management practices to check for and minimize evaporation of gasoline. 
• DHEC and other regulatory agencies like the Department of Agriculture and local fire marshals regularly 

inspect gas stations to ensure they are being maintained and operated properly. 


